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with them, ap-

Lbeen directing the operations of the
| American marines and bluejackets  £tern
| against fhe Nicaraguan insurgents,
ione of the two rear admirals on the | that her command-
| active list of the navy who can boast ler could plainly make out the vessel's
tof Civil War service. Furthermore, | hu'ls in the darkness, but he was fin-.
ihl“ is one of the few men who have [ :i}:_'.' obliged to sheer off on a threat
ie“r attained flag rank in the navy, (¢of chase by one of the four strangers.
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of sea service, and fin- The stranger promptly
- commissioned. That was arcund and stood off to the northwest

‘back It the seventies, of course, .and an hour later ran on the
1 the nayy consisted of a handfiil of Piedras, Point. A sidewheels river
p-ot wooden steam frigates and 'steamer came off from the ghore and
attempted to. assist the stranded craft,
but left after taking off her crew,
when she saw thiat the Eagle meant

J'corvettes left over from the auction
Mthatmﬁt:llom the (Civil War.
‘Chances to distinguish one's self were
.Oﬂ*: officers, Bout.herlanﬂ still a lleg— enough to use her glns. Boutherlgnd
wait patiently until the military g3 piounted two big guns torward, bigger
| mor of the Spanish War sent public gung than any he carried, an dmhea
séntiment swinging pelimell to the gnened fire an her as a precontich
PO Sntepuin. ' measure sending a prize crew to board
‘In the bustling days of 1898, just her. This prize crew discovered her |over the . its officers,
thirty years after his admission t to be the Spanish armed stea p-{se. entirely oblivious of the fact that
‘Annapolis, he found himself command-  Santo Domingo, mounting two 4.72- |Capt. Seutheriand’s clean shirty
‘|Jier of the tiny gunboat Eagle, one of inch guns, and.crammed to her guard- |aboard the Dixie, the Departme e
1 the hastily scraped-together mosquito rajls with munitions of war, rc time in ordering her -wl Havana. By :
e Eat s o i fleet, ca. converted. yacht, which Was ang provisions for the Spanish army. |this time matters became serious for {itig furthe
b, OG5 L 4 S ARSE TR -v_?,‘ + War-color, given a battery of 15 her hold were two 1Z2ipeh guns, |Southerland. . . . o B
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hasty inventory, was valued at $1,000,
000, making her 'one of'the most ‘valu-
able prizes o/ the war; but as there
was no way of hanling her off the

.} “§t. 'The Eagle had great good
§ luck, though, in fighting the first na-
i val engagement afloat of the war.
She had left the New York Navy
Yard on April 17 and arrived at Key
['West on' the 23rd. On the aferncon
'of the 24th she steamed from Xey
t;wl::;ndihg ﬁ:;ge;; ﬁa‘if&":f’in? \:2.5 her, he vas regretfully obliged to set
Passigned to. duty wigh the cruisers 1re to her. She burned for a week
"Marblehead and Nashville, which had afterwards, and the wreck of her varfed
‘been ordered to intercept the Spanish Care0 carried over the sea for miles.
armed transports Montserrat and Ali.  After the Spanish war the navy was
cante. Off Cienfuegos the Marblehead~ €*panded and promotion was aceeler-
and Nashville were obliged by their ated. Southerlfmd had commanded the
‘greater draught to remain some dis- Fagle as a lieutenant, after thirty
I'tance out, while the Eagle went in to- YCars serivce as an officer. Within a
‘ward the harbor to investgate. X"'g’ ife“‘t'h?ears he was a full captain.
g Inanish nd in 8 connection, a very amus-
: wmé gu:w%ﬁicﬁa;ntgikﬂlsn;an irg story is told of &n incident which
gunboats of the Eagle's own class 9 curred in 190§, while he commanded
| were .in the harbor of Cienfuegocs, and the  Dixie—the ship whose prizes be
| seeing an epéiny approaching, these rescued back in 1S98. This is one of
vessels steamed boldly toward him. the stories that are told throughout
The Eagle promptly opened up with phe navy, apd. no matter what brituant
her six-pounders st a range varying Work Admiral Southerland may have
from 4,000 to 2,200 yards, and work- done'in Nicaragua or elsewhere, he
hed her popgun battery with such Wwill never be known for it as he is
good effect that within fifteen min- krown for his “clean-shirt revolution.”

ed, and as Sutherland was afraid
some armcd force he could not resist
might appear and attempt to salve

M utes the Galicia had a shot through An Embarrassed Officer,

Tuntil the Marblehead, which had. been

{than

her .ballers. It was too hot for the| The story goes that the Dixie had
Spgniard, and he turned and ran. | been ordered to Santo Domingo to pre-
' 1"1(‘. Eagle weat about her desiznatl-| vent exiled rebel leaders from landing
{ed work or reconnassance. Presently,on the island with filibustering expedi-
2one of the small gunboats reappear-|tions. One dav an order ceme from
{ed, and a shore battery opened up Of | Washington sendinz dhe Disie to
her. Nothing daunted by this, Soutir: Gnantansmo. to transhin a company
“erland steamed im closer to shore,  of her marines to the cruiser Colnm-
and aiming as well as he could—Ifor! big, than on her wav to Colon to brine
the ememy, as usual, used smokeless  home Elihu Root, then Secretary o
{ powuer—engaged all of his opponents | State, from his South American trip.
i Expecting his <hip to be away only
worried by the prolonged’ canonade,  ahbout twenty-four honrs, Seutherland
steamed within range and tock over’ went abeard _the gunboat
{the quarrel. In this action the Galicia| without botheremg to remoyve any of
was injured so seriously that she was! bie personal effcets from his eabin on
of no further use to the Spainards.; the Dixie.

She carried a much heavier ‘uut.wr}fif But the Dixie had no rooner reach-
the Eagle. having in addition ] ed Guantaname th*n there came a de-
to four six-poundérs, the equiyvalent of mand for American marines in Havana
the Eagle's battery, two 4.72-ineh guns 10 protect American iive and property
aud *two torpedo tubes. t It is not the custom of the Navy De-

coral reef upon which she had ground- -

Scorpion, |

The contents of the vessel, after a,taﬁon as an efficient officer to uphold. |

His officers and men had beem accus- |col

tomed to seeing him attired in spot-

jcke for u naval officer to keep spot-
less in the tropics, where white is the
costume - r¢ reguer, Southeriand is
stout, and, as it happened, all of the
Scorpion’s officers were thin. There
were no shirts aboard which he could
use, He grew desperate. This could
g¢ on no longer, he felt. To cap the
climaz, word came that the Dixie had
been ordered from Havana to Cien-
fuegos, to protect American cugar
plantations from rehels, and to remain
tkere until relieved.

Capt. Southerland’s state of mind
when this intelligence reached: him
can be better imagined than described
He¢ is*,however, a man of initiative,
and he lost 1o time in seizing the ball
by the horns, as it were. He started
the “clean-shirt revolution,” as it had
' come to be known in the navy. For
“weekg tbe Navy Department had sup-
posed Santo Domingo wrapped in som-
nolent peace, but suddeuiy the cables
| began to click with warning messages.
| Monte Cristi was rising, Washington
heard. Serious trouble was impending |
said the dispatches, rebels were or-
ganizing, and fhe outlook was dark.

“Imperatively - necessary,” urged a
!Gispatrh. and marines and one more |
ship. Southerland.”

less uniforms and linen, and it:is mo |

that he was dispatched upon the much |
discussed errand to Palmyrs Island,}
about which a great deal of needless|
mystery has been made. Palmyra isl-
and is one of a group of about fifty-

holds that it has titie. Althongh pro- .
claimed a part of Hawaii in 1882, it

was annexed by Great Britain-in 1889, ]
and because . of information of this, |
which did not reach the Navy Dcpu't-;
ment until late last year, Southerland ™
was Instructed to examine the island|

Britain's right to claim possession.
It was-feared that Britain intende
to make use of it as a coaling station

!  The Department

was perturbed, as
perturbed as the Navy Department
| ever gets. DBut it was impossible
! take the Dixie from Cieafuegos, where
'her marines were absolutely needed.
| Some other ship would have to go. But
no other ship than the Dixie eould
carry fo Santo Domingo Capt. South-
eriand’s suppiy of nice clean shirts
{that he had been longing for these
| weeks past. In-this difficult contin-
gency, he managed to communicate to
ja friend in Washington the exact state
of affairs, and amid roars of suppress- |
ed laughter that finally gurgled Hu»ir'
| way into every ward-room in the serv-
ice, steps were taken to restore Capt.
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